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the things which they considered sacred, were generous
enough in private in their tribute to his abilities and his
personality* They felt, in feet, a very real admiration for
him; and that accounts, very largely, for their willingness,
without exception, to serve tinder his leadership in the
War. Nor were the Conservative newspapers either always
contemptuous and hostile* When Lloyd George succeeded
Asquith as Chancellor of the Exchequer, we find The Times
making this comment: " No better man could have been
found for the post, however free Mr. Asquith might have
been in his choice/' Even the Daily Mail, using to the
full a popular newspaper's prerogative of unsaying to-day
what it had emphatically said yesterday, paid a warm tribute:
"Mr. Lloyd George's career", it declared, " is the best
and fullest justification of this selection. He has proved
in office that he possesses in exceptional measure the
practical business capacity, self-restraint, initiative, and
large open-mindedness which, allied with the faculty of
combination, are required of one who will control the
national finances." It must be borne in mind, of course,
that these laudatory phrases were penned before the opening
of the " People's Budget" and the making of the
Limehouse speech!
In the field of British politics Lloyd George was evidently
making good; and despite the Daily Mail's rash prediction
that he would never again enter a Cabinet, no impartial
onlooker would doubt that ere long he would receive
promotion to one of the highest posts in the Government.
He was, moreover, coming increasingly to be looked upon
in England as the champion above all others of the Left
Wing of the Liberal Party. Hundreds of thousands of
ardent reformers, men who regarded Asquith with sfecete
admiration and respect, and whose feelings towards Grey
and Haldane were coldly indifferent! made a hero of Lloyd